Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th June 2010 at 3.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Padraig McKenny
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy, Pearse McGeough.


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager
Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

Apologies:

Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer
-------------------------------

MINUTE 52/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 12th May 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
Matters Arising

Cllr Hatrick sought an update on minute 20/10-Pump.  Mairead Duffy advised that Paul Gallagher had noted a floral display erected by Educate Together in the location in question.  Cllr Hatrick asked that Mr Gallagher speak to the school in relation to a relocation of the floral display.
MINUTE 53/10
Proposed Town Twinning
Cllr. Tenanty advised members that correspondence received from Nettuno was currently being translated and would be presented at a meeting of the sub-committee.  Cllr Tenanty suggested a meeting of the sub-committee during week commencing 14th June 2010.
MINUTE 54/10
Town Improvement Fund
Cllr Tenanty asked that €200 be set aside for a presentation which had been given to Nettuno, all agreed.  Mairead Duffy agreed to bring a full allocation of funds to the next meeting.
MINUTE 55/10

Improve Our Town Competition
Cllr Tenanty showed members flyers & posters which will be distributed throughout the town in the coming days.  Joe  McGuinness advised members that this competition was separate from any competition run by Louth County Council.
Cllr McCoy suggested the best way to improve the town is to erect gates either side of Riverside Walk to prevent anti-social behaviour in the area.  A discussion followed about the practicalities of erecting gates.  
Cllr Minogue raised concerns about the lack of facilities for young people in Ardee.  Cllr McKenny advised that this area had come up at a recent JPC meeting as a flash point in Ardee.  Cllr McGeough agreed that this should be an issue discussed at JPC and agreed that the deficit of facilities for young people needs to be addressed.
Cllr Tenanty highlighted that Emergency Services need access to the area.  

Cllr Kavanagh re-iterated Cllr Minogues point that the area needs to be developed rather than locked-up and stated that it should be a social area for all walks of life.

It was agreed that the Gardai should be contacted and asked to enforce the Alcohol Bye Laws.

Joe McGuinness gave Cllr Minogue a commitment to look into possible premises for the location of a Youth Club.

MINUTE 56/10
Affordable Housing  in Ardee
Joe McGuinness advised members that Affordable Housing at Cappocks Gate is complete and will be advertised next week.  When asked if Louth County Council could assist people with finance Mr McGuiness advised that there were currently no plans for Louth County Council to enter the finance market but he did advise that Oakley will soon be converted to lease option.
MINUTE 57/10

Notice of Motion
6.1
From Cllr. Hatrick
“that the present location of the Cuchlainn and Ferdia statue is the most appropriate place in the town to display the towns heritage where at this point both the general public and visitors to the town can look up stream and clearly view the site where the battle of the fort was alleged to have taken place.  There is no guarantee that if this monument or statue were to be removed from its present position, that it would be ever again be erected in the town; and despite the good intentions expressed by County Councillors and Traders on this matter; one has only to recall the permission granted by Drogheda Corporation to move the Whitworth Monument on the Mall, in the town a short distance from its original position, which took place over forty years ago ending in it’s destruction, which was never again erected and was eventually vandalised.”
Cllr McKenny told members he had been approached by one trader asking that it be moved and approximately ten who asked that it’s not.  It is the consensus of the members that the statue should remain in its current position.
MINUTE 58/10

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Donegal County Council – proposed by Cllr. McGeough, seconded by Cllr Tenanty.  Cllr Malone raised concerns over a resulting increase in waste disposal charges.  Cllr Kavangh highlighted that this is motivated by an EU Directive.  
· Shannon Town Council – proposed by Cllr Hatrick, seconded by Cllr McGeough.
· Monaghan Town Council – Supported
· Castleblayney Town Council – proposed by Cllr McCoy, seconded by Cllr Hatrick

· Macroom Town Council – supported.  Cllr McKenny proposed writing to the Minister. 
MINUTE 59/10

Correspondence

County Louth VEC – Cllr Kavanagh advised members that funding was not granted.  It was agreed that the Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach would take the matter up with representatives on behalf of Ardee Town Council.
IPB – It was agreed that Cllr McKenny would represent Ardee Town Council next year.
Louth Local Authorities – Noted
Ardee Traders & Business Association – Meeting set for Wednesday 16/06/10 at 6.30pm.
MINUTE 60/10
AOB
Heritage Week – Brian Walsh is to invited to the next meeting of Ardee Town Council.
Meeting Time - Cllr. Kavanagh asked that the monthly meeting return to its usual time of 7.30pm.  Joe McGuinness suggested members wait for the outcome of the Croke Park Agreement.
Housing Estates – Cllr Minogue expressed concerns over long waiting periods for work completion in housing estates.  Cllr Malone understood this work would be completed under the 50/50 scheme (now known as the LCS).  Cllr McKenny advised Cllr Minogue to contact Paul Gallagher.  Joe McGuinness suggested that member formally log complaints with the Town Clerk who will follow up on the situation.  
Cllr McKenny told members that the Area Engineers will do the work if it can be done and they are very accommodating.  Cllr McGeough reminded members of funding issues and told members that the Engineers are currently surface dressing.  Cllr Malone told member that Area Engineers are acting on complaints received.
Ramps – Cllr Minogue asked for an update on ramps.  Cllr Tenanty advised again there is no policy and advised member of the next meeting of the SPC.
AMAI – Cllr McCoy advised members he attended an AMAI meeting 5th June 2010.  Cllr McCoy asked all members to lobby their local TD’s to vote to save Town Councils in the Dáil.  A discussion followed as to the benefits of Town Councils and how best they can be saved.  It was agreed to write to the 6 local members of the Oireachtas and invite them to attend a one item agenda prior to the next JPC on Tues 7th September at 5.00pm.

Manhole – Cllr Hatrick asked that a noisy manhole on the Kells Rd and outside Brian Muldoons be repaired.

Cathaoirleach Padraig McKenny thanked members for their co-operation.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
